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Dear Oak Hill Families, 

As difficult as it is to believe, we are already passed our 30th day of school! We are very pleased 

with the progress toward establishing routines, safe play outside, and academic achievement thus far this 

school year. On Tuesday, we celebrated our “Students of the Month” for September and October. With over 

1,600 Caught Being Good slips given out, it has been a great start to our school year for all students. 

It is also the time of year when we celebrate two of our teachers. In schools throughout Central Minnesota, 

teachers are chosen by their peers as receipients of the Leadership in Educational Excellence Award (LEEA). 

I am pleased to announce our winners this school year are Mrs. Kristina Tykwinski and Mrs. Amy Dvorak. 

Mrs. Tykwinski has been a teacher at Oak Hill for 10 years while Mrs. Dvorak has been with us for 13 years. 

On October 26th, Mrs. Jokela and I will accompany them to the annual Award Banquet at the River’s Edge 

Convention Center. Thank you to Kristina and Amy for their work on behalf of students. 

On October 25th and 27th during Family-Teacher Conferences, there will be an opportunity for families to 

learn more about how they can become more proficient with Skyward Family Access, Wonders Reading, and 

My Math. There are many wonderful home interventions that families can do with their kids to improve read-

ing and math skills. Please stop by and visit our computer labs for a few minutes before or after your confer-

ence to learn more.  

We look forward to seeing you on October 25th and 27th at conferences! 

-Michael Rivard, Principal 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Volunteers are needed on Thursday, October 27th for our Fall Festival, 

and Friday, November 4th for movie night. If you are able to volunteer, 

please contact Robert at 641-640-0236 or mrjwbpower@gmail.com. 

Fall Festival 

Join us on Thursday, October 27th for Oak Hill’s Fall Festival. 
Tickets sell for $1.00 each, cash or checks accepted. All    

proceeds go directly back to Oak Hill students. 

Election Day 

Don’t forget to get out and vote 

Did You Know… 

Each year, 500-600 students        

participate in Advanced Placement 

courses with the opportunity to 

earn college credits 
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Oak Hill Calendar 

October 25th and 27th: Parent/Teacher Conferences 

October 27th: Fall Festival  

October 31st: Texas Roadhouse Gift Card Fundraiser Starts 

November 1st: PTSA Meeting in the Media Center 

November 4th: Movie Night 

 

 

 

 

 

Texas Roadhouse Gift Card Fundraiser 2016 

 

On Mon, October 31st we will be starting our kickoff activities to selling Texas Roadhouse gift cards to 

raise money for Oak Hill Students with Andy the Armadillo!   Envelopes will go home with students on 

October 31st and be returned by November 9th.  Each Student will receive an envelope to keep track of 

their sales.  All purchasers will make checks payable to Oak Hill PTSA.  We aren’t asking you to go door 

to door, just consider your families gift giving needs and/or if you or a family member own a business 

and need to consider a holiday gift!  There are 450+ locations, so even consider your out of state gifts.  

Oak Hill students will automatically receive 10% of all their sales back to the school as well as have fun 

incentives throughout the process (the classroom in each grade level who sells the most in dollar 

amount will have a ‘bread’ party with Texas Roadhouse’s famous bread and honey butter sauce)! All gift 

cards will be sent home with students before Thanksgiving break. 

 If you have any questions, please contact your Oak Hill PTSA members.  



 

 

 

Husky Tutors at Oak Hill 

     This year we welcome seven Saint Cloud State 

University Husky Tutors to Oak Hill. The tutors 

will be supporting students throughout the building 

in reading and math interventions. We are          

fortunate to have their support in our building 

through a collaborative partnership with the SCSU 

Work Study program. 



 

 

 

Water Fest 2016 

Oak Hill fourth graders attended Water Fest 2016 on Thursday, September 

29.  WaterFest is a celebration of our clean lakes and an opportunity for 

hands-on learning about the water quality, wildlife, and special ecological 

features of our beautiful watershed.  The program is sponsored by Resource 

Training and Solutions.  

 
 
 
 
Grade 3-5 students have been enrolled in ALEKS®, an online learning program for 
mathematics. With easy online access on tablets and computers, your student can 
use the program while at school and at home. Be a part of your student’s learning 
experience by encouraging the use of ALEKS at home. 
  
ALEKS is an adaptive math program that provides each student with a personal-
ized learning path. Using engaging answer tools, immediate feedback, and auto-
matic assessments, ALEKS helps students review, master and extend the skills 
needed to be successful in their math class. Take a look at the student account 
overview video to learn more! https://www.aleks.com/video/
K12_IM_Student_Account_Overview Your student’s username and password re-

mains the same year to year and has been given by their teacher. 

Did You Know… 

A new Tech and updated Apollo will create spaces for active, project-based learning so our children 

and grandchildren acquire skills required by our businesses and colleges for years to come. 

https://www.aleks.com/video/K12_IM_Student_Account_Overview
https://www.aleks.com/video/K12_IM_Student_Account_Overview


 

 

Did You Know… 

A new Tech  and updated Apollo will provide the high quality schools and educational infrastructure 

that attract and retain students; build community pride; increase property values and contribute to 

a vibrant local economy; produce successful, engaged graduates who contribute to the workforce and 

our community; and are an investment in your future, whether you have children/grandchildren in 

the district or not. 



 

 

Meet Your School Administration 

Mike Rivard, Principal 

Mike Rivard returns to Oak Hill Community School this year as our Principal. 
This will be his fifth year at Oak Hill having served as Assistant Principal during 

the previous four years. Mr. Rivard has worked in the St. Cloud Area School 

District for 22 years. He earned his Bachelor’s Degree at St. Cloud State Uni-

versity and Master’s Degree from the University of Minnesota. His Educational 

Administration Licensures as Principal and Special Education Director were 

obtained at SCSU.  

 

Mr. Rivard finds great joy in seeing each student grow academically and espe-

cially appreciates working with students and their families in creating a welcom-

ing and respectful environment at Oak Hill. As a school leader, Mr. Rivard 

strives to highlight the hard work and professionalism of all Oak Hill staff members as they partner with 

families and community members. With such a great team at home, school and in the community, Mr. 

Rivard believes every student can succeed! 

 

Mr. Rivard spends the majority of his free time with his family. His wife, Tammy, who is a 1st grade 

teacher in our school district and his children’s activities keeps their family busy. 

 

Deb Jokela, Assistant Principal 

Deb Jokela has worked in education since 1987 when she began her teaching 

career after graduating from Minnesota State University Moorhead. Since that 

time she has gone on to pursue her Master’s in Educational Leadership at St. 

Mary’s University, where she went on to earn degrees in K-12 Administration 

and Director of Special Education. Her teaching experiences have been in the 

classroom as a teacher of first and fourth grades, as well as Title Reading and 

Math Interventionist, K-12 Special Education and Academic Coach/Program 

Coordinator. 

 

Mrs. Jokela joined St. Cloud Area School District 742 in 2012 where she has 

worked as a Special Education Supervisor, Reading Corps Master Coach and 

ADSIS, K-3 Reading Intervention Coordinator. Since joining District 742, she 

has also served on multiple district level committees which have focused on supporting student growth 

and achievement. 

 

Mrs. Jokela is thrilled to be at Oak Hill Community School! She looks forward to the many opportunities 

to work together with students, families, and teachers in support of the District Mission. 

 

Deb and her husband, Pete, have been married for 24 years and have two sons, ages 19 and 22 and a 

daughter who is 16. They moved back to Minnesota in 1999 from Rapid City, SD. The family currently 

resides in Cold Spring. 



 

 

Get To Know Your PTSA! 
 

Amanda Anderson, Teacher Liaison 

Amanda is serving her sixth year on Oak Hill’s PTSA Board as the Teacher Liaison. 

Amanda and her husband, Jon, have three children, Isaiah (11th grade), Isabelle (5th 

grade), and Elijah (2 years old). Amanda is the Differentiation Specialist at Oak Hill. 

Her role includes providing instructional intervention for students who require ad-

vandced differentiation in order to attain a year’s worth of growth. Amanda and 

her family enjoy traveling, spending time outdoors, and attending sporting events. 

 

Jennifer Collier, Secretary 

Jennifer is in her first year on Oak Hill’s PTSA Board, but has been volunteering in 

the classrooms of Oak Hill for four years. Jennifer and her husband, David, have 

three children– Ella (4th grade at Oak Hill), Ava (2nd grade at Oak Hill), and Ethan 

(preschool at Montessori). Jennifer is a former 6th grade math and language arts 

teacher, as well as a former gymnastics and diving coach. She currently stays at 

home with her kids. Her hobbies include traveling, boating with her family, and 

watching her kids’ sporting events. 

 

Angie Janni, Acorn Editor 

Angie is serving her first year on Oak Hill’s PTSA Board, as the Acorn Editor. Angie 

and her husband, Kyle, have a son, Owen, in first grade at Oak Hill; and a daughter 

Elsa, in preschool at Discovery. Angie works as a Community Manager with IRET 

Properties. In her free time Angie enjoys spending time with her family and friends, 

volunteering, and attending her children’s extracurricular activities. 

 

Robert Power, Volunteer and Events Coordinator 

Robert Power is the newest board member of the Oak Hill PTSA, serving as it’s 

Volunteer and Events Coordinator. He is father to Evelyn, who is in kindergarten, 

and Cora, age three. Robert and his wife, Molly, are currently participating in a fos-

ter-to-adopt program with their three month old daughter, Remi. Robert is a stay-

at-home parent and has an at-home stained glass business. His hobbies include gar-

dening, sewing, baking, and woodworking. 

News From Your PTSA Members 

Future PTSA Meetings 

Join us on Tuesday, November 1st in the media center at 6:00 pm for our upcoming               
PTSA meeting! 


